
WAC 365-191-010  Purpose and authority.  (1) Chapter 360, Laws of 
2011 establishes the voluntary stewardship program as an alternative 
approach for counties to protect critical areas on agricultural lands. 
The voluntary stewardship program is not limited to designated agri-
cultural lands of long-term commercial significance. The program is 
administered by the conservation commission.

(2) A county that chooses to participate in the program is re-
quired to develop work plans to protect critical areas while maintain-
ing the viability of agriculture through voluntary, incentive-based 
measures.

(3) If a watershed is subject to RCW 36.70A.735(2) then a county 
is given eighteen months to take one of four actions.

(4) The purpose of this chapter is to adopt rules to implement 
procedures for two of those four options: Department approval of a wa-
tershed work plan under RCW 36.70A.735 (1)(a); and department certifi-
cation of development regulations under RCW 36.70A.735 (1)(c).

(5) This chapter is established pursuant to RCW 36.70A.735(3).
[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.735(3) and 36.70A.190. WSR 15-20-041, 
§ 365-191-010, filed 9/29/15, effective 10/30/15.]
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